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Wild, indeed!

Annual sardine run
captured in amazing

detail by IMAX lens

By Derrick Bang
ENTERPRISE ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR

“This film seriously rocks.

Recent IMAX ocean docu-
mentaries have been a mixed |

lot; “Deep Sea 3D” and “Coral

‘Reef Adventure” were engag-

ing and informative, while
“Sharks 3D” and the laugh-
ably misnamed “Ocean Won-

derland” were little more than .

" grade-school science movies
with delusions of grandeur.
That’s an important distinc-
tion. Although we’re enjoying
a renaissance of quality docu-
mentaries these days, the
sheer volume allows one to'be
more selective; when the bar
is set high with something like

“Young @ Heart,” then other

nonfiction films must work

harder to justify their ticket .

prices.

“Wild Ocean 3D” does s0.”

And then'some.

- Luke Cresswell and Steve
Mchcholas — who share
credits as directors, writers,

. editors and soundtrack com-
" posers — have found a thor-

oughly fascinating wildlife
phenomenon that takes place

each year off the coast of-

South Africa. They’ve filmed
it superbly ‘and condensed

‘what must have, been hours

and hours of raw footage into
a 40-minute film that is, by
turns, astonishing, education-
al, fascinating and downrlght

. exciting. " -

These thrilling i 1mages gain
further power from a capti-
vating, heavily = percussive

~ soundtrack — no surprise,

when one is reminded that the
multi-talented Cresswell
fourided the street perform-

ance group Stomp in 1991 —-

that is delivered at a volume *
sufficient to rattle your rib °

cage. .
The film chroniclés the an-
nual migration of the billions

of sardines that travel up
South Africa’s KwaZulu-Natal |
-shoreline, known to locals ‘as

the “wild coast.”

~ This migratory phenome- V
non used to take place all over

the .world, but (sadly) over-

fishing in ‘the United States

and elsewhere destroyed
these massive sardine runs.
They continue to exist now on-
ly off the coasts of South
Africa and Portugal. - '

(I can’t help thinking that -

these runs still exist in South
Africa only because the entire

region boasts an inhospitable

coastline that never permitted
the establishment of a harbor.
Shall we call that geographical
luck?) '

The presence of so much -
food attracts an assortment of

ocean predators,. and ‘Wild

Ocean 3D” begins- as these |

other creatures — seals, bot-
tlenose and common dolphins,

~sharks and Cape gannets — :

assemble for the approaching

~ feast: Roughly 20,000 com-
_mon dolphins alone pursue

the sardine run northward

from the continent’s Eastern °

Cape.

Coastal villagersin a reglon
just north of the wild coast al-
so prepare for the sardines; if

these people . are lucky, :
enough of the tiny fish will be
pushed into their nets by the |

~ste




On initial lmpact the dlvmg Capeg
‘dévouring one of the billions of sardines that trave
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annets have a reasonable chance of épearing and theh:‘
l.up the South Afrlcan coast. But if the birds .

miss this first shot, their clumsy underwater movement makes it hlghly unlikely that they’ll
score a flsh Back into the air, then for another dlve ... then another, then another. ' .

-'all-lmportant convergence of
.warm and cold ocean cur-
rents.

" Once the sardines arrlve
the subsequent underwater
feeding frenzy is nothing short
of amazing. - .

- In afilm loaded with _]aw—
dropping sights, none is more
impressive than the diving
gannets. These birds swoop
into the air by the hundreds,

-then rocket into the ocean asif -

shot from a cannonm; I can’t
‘imagine how they don’t break -
.beaks, bones or-wings.

(The helpful press notes tell
-me that Cape gannets have air
sacs in their face and chest,
‘beneath the skin, which acts
like bubble-wrap and cush-
ions the impact ‘With the
.water.)

The film’s narrator John-

Kani, doesn’t reference this
point, but we gradually realize
that the gannets put every-
‘thing into that initial plunge; if
‘they don’t spear a sardine im-

mediately, the birds are too -

slow and ungalnly, trying to
swim underwater, ' to have
much chance of catching a

fish at that point. So it’s back. -

to the surface and into the air,
for another plunge.

Simply amazing.. -

The sardines are not com-
pletely without recourse.
Once threatened by predators,
the fish instinctively form a
massive glistening “ball” that
is shaped something like a
huge underwater beehive.
The sardines in this formation

.move as one, and the sheer
mass of this formation clearly
intimidates some of their ene-
mies; the Cape fur seals, for
example, seem utterly bewil-
dered. - ‘

Not so the much smaller
Cape penguins, which swim
enthusiastically right into the
center of -such a mass. Al-
though much smaller than the
seals. — and with similarly
smaller brains — the penguins
seem to have figured out the
problem. ' '

g

The sardines’
with seals and penguins-s the
warm-up, taking place south

of the wild coast; the main

event primarily involves- dol-

phins, gannets and sharks.-

Having built our expectatlons
with’ Kani explaining every-

encounter

thlng we need to know;the

e

film’s climax is breatht
_ Along the way, we - get-
brief “glimpses- of - S@n{h
African culture, partlcniarly
the degree to which dénee
music and ritual have &ecof-
panied this annual sardine -
gration for thousands of yeafs

And as the feeding freQZy ,;'e-'

cedes, we subsequentlyy Wa‘teh
a young boy carve anﬁ Ihen
employ a smoldering sphnter
to decorate a wooden fishi:a -
clever symbol .
Africa’s desire. to preserve
this delicate balance bei;ween
man-and fish, so that t}re for-
mer can continue to reap the
latter’s bounty :

-..r,l. r

See WILD, Pdge €3 -~

of Sou:ch -
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“WILD: This

film avoids
sounding

‘preachy

From Page C2

- Cresswell and McNicholas

" also. deserve: credit for that

aspect of their film. Although

- informative, the rich-voiced

Kams narration is never

. preachy or didactic; the mes-

sage arrives gently and goes
down smoothly. More to the

. point, the filmmakers have

ol documented such & magnifi-
X cgn‘g slice of wild nature that "

- helping preserve it seems as
. essentlal as.breathing.

We’ﬂ never again see the

L mxwe herds of bison that
* onge carpeted our American

: M.xdwest they’re gone forev-

', . "How fortunate, then, that
- C,,esswell and ‘McNicholas:
~ have shared this ocean-bound

L phgnemenon, with ité similar-
. ly~1mpresswe magnitude. -

. smartened up in the last few
* hondred years, and thlS dis-

_pl;ay of nature’s ma]esty can-
: be saved

Reach Deh’tck Bang at

X dbq,ng@davzsenterpnse net
. or(530) 747-8047. Comment
© on this review at www.

davisenterprise.com .o

gMaybe mankind has-
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Although Cape seals catch their share of sardmes, these ||vely

water mammals aren’t part of the true feeding frenzy that
takes place farther up the South African coast.
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Oktoberfest

éatnthay Ort. 18th from Spm « $17 pet avult

SPECIAL MENU FEATURING...

Grllled sausages, Eva’s roast chicken, Czech pork roast, Czech potato
salad, sauerkraut, Eurostyle tomato salad, Czech coleslaw, caesar
salad, potato haluske with bacon and sauerkraut and dessert.

*Special price for Oktoberfest beer*

%Beﬁegt jf ﬁhd? Ort. 244D and
' Saturdap Ort. 25th

A SPECIAL MENU FEATURING

dishes prepared with beer. . =
Marinades, sauces and soups, A beer
¥y sampler will be included with purchase of

featured mienu items. A special bar menu will*

feature cocktails made with beer:
These featyres will be served alongside .

) . our regular dinnermenus. '
\\ NN Reservations are strongly recommended
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RAGUE BOHEMIAN RESTAURANT 756-1107




